ie 


THE INVINCIBLE 
/ V ) 1 | \ IN 


| к 

і b А 

: GOLDEN ARMOR! RAW COURAGE! SMASHING FISTS! (l 
CAN ANYTHING STAND AGAINST-- 


THE FURY K f 


OF THE 


Stale sopore INVINCIBLE IRON MAR. 
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— BUT STRAINING UPWARD AGAINST 

THAT MASS IS THE MOST POWER- 

FUL COMBINATION OF MAN AND 
MACHINE EVER-- 


ED 
--7HE INVINCIBLE 
IRON MAN, 


ИТ NO IDLE TASK /5 THIS, 
Dee a OEP Ор 
SHELL-HEAD'S VOWED TO ~~ EVEN IF IT 
SAVE THEM -- COSTS HIM HIS 
OWN LIFES 
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THAT GUPER~ 
HERO'S THE 
57 


STRONGES 
DUDE IVE 


LAID MY 
EVES UPON! 


ГИУ: 
ITH A DEAFENING ROAR OF EXPENDED 
SOLAR ENERGY, THE GOLDEN AVENGER 
BLASTS BRIEFLY UPWARD-- 
>> 
| 


_ | 


NOW TO PUT MY 
A UP TO IT 

ANO DIVERT MY 

LAST BIT OF 


`Y SHELL-HEAC AND HE DID IT RIGHT 
N 2 IT-- AFTER HIS BATTLE 
--50 IM x : EVERYBODY'S WITH PR. SPECTRUM!* 
COMING \ 7 TALK ABOUT POWER 
THROUGH! (` P PT J e ARE; 


D 
sa 
£ 


Y 
( 


МНОО EVER BELIEVE TONY THAT'S WHAT OF #5 FELLOW 
"n. BEING AN AVENGER ENGER, THOR... 
IS ALL ABOUT! 


STARK'5 BODYGUARD 
ULE 
4 


-- BUT THAT LAST ONE--"AVENGER”--PENETRATES 
DEEP... BRINGING WITH IT, MEMORIES... 


(tA ` 


£ 


ENDEP HIS BOXING CAREI 
AND ALMOST HIS LIFE! Уж» 


AND HOW PERHAPS HE HAS NOW SACRIFICED 
HIMSELF FOR HIS FRIENDS 


ERHAPS-- BUT NOT 
(Е THESE TWO 


MR. MARCH 15 STILL 
ALIVE--BUT IT'LL 
TAKE EXTRAORDINARY 
CARE TO SAVE HIM! 


THE FULL RESOURCES OF TONY 
STARK'S PERSONAL FORTUNE ARE 
AT YOUR DISPOSAL, DOCTOR: 


AS YOU KNOW, DON, I CAN SPEAK 

WITH TONY'S FULL AUTHORITY! ж 
ЖТНОК AND SHELL-HEAD SHARE EACH 
OTHER'S SECRET IDENTITIES AS WE'VE 

SEEN IN THE AVENGERS! -- RT. 


Тау AS THE AMBULANCE 


SIRENED AWAY WITH ITS 


PRECIOUS PATIENT... 


AT LEAST THAT MUCH 15 TRUE 

ABOUT HIM--HE'S DR. OBATU-- 

AN AFRICAN ECONOMICS 
MINISTER? 


ANO IN MY 
LAND, I AM 
CONSIDERED 
A POWER! 


MY NATION WILL NOT ALLOW ME TO 
BE TRIED IN YOUR COURTS-- AND 
WILL FREE ME IN OUR OWN! 


WHAT DO WE 
DO WITH THIS 
POWERLESS 


HE CLAIMS 

TO HAVE 
DIPLOMATIC 
IMMUNITY! 


VERY WELL! SO THE 
MCITIES OF INTERNATIONAL 
COURTESY MAY WORK IN 

YOUR FAVOR! 


JUST REMEMBER, THOUGH-- AFTER YOUR 


DEPORTATION, |F 1 EVER SEE YOU AGAIN IN THIS 


COUNTRY, THIS WILL BE SENDING YOU RIGHT BACK! 


апу AS IRON MAN JETTED TOWARD THE 
HOSPITAL, HE WAS DISTRACTED BY THE 
DISASTER CONCI- 

DENTALLY OCCURRING 

BELOW WIM AT 

GAINES MOTORS-- 


--АМР SO NOW HE QUICKLY. 
RESUMES HIS RUSH TO THE 
SIDE OF EDDIE MARCH... 


АМ OPPORTUNITY TO |w 
CHANGE SCENES... | 


WELL, THIS 
PLACE 


< 
АР. 


2 
fa 


М... 
мем I HEAR то THIS AREA 
BE: 2? ROXIE S MISSION... LOOKS CLEAR FOR 
CONSERY VA ЖУ... LATER, PEOPLE -- CHANGING ==! 


FIRST To DE- Ре ad Дам FINALLY, M yy FAEST- 
POLARIZE THE SUIT SLIDE THE ARM PLATE-- A 
FROM STEEL-TOUGHNESS AND HA RELIEF IT STILL (а Ts BE 
TO CLOTH- LIKE ABLE TO REMOVE IT! 
FLEXIBILITY -- GLOVES 


-- I'VE FRANKLY BEEN THAT RESCUE MISSION TODAY-- AND 

PUTTING IT THROUGH MY EARLIER CLIMACTIC BATTLE WITH 

QUITE A STRAINS DR. SPECTRUM-- HAS EACH CAUSED 
LITTLE FLUT UT TESTÉ CON IN THE OL' 


I CAN'T WORRY ABOUT AWAY WITH THE 
THAT NOW! /RON MAN‘ SHELL-HEAD'5 NECESSARY 
TUCKED AWAY IN МУ Var ACHË ALOOF CHILLINESS, ON 

CASE-- wi TH тие S SUAVE STARK Ж 


HMMM... AND NOT 
AND 7 WITHOUT SOME ġBvovs 
TARK'S ON THE REWARDS, І SEE 


s 
HOSPITAL SCENE! & улт M 


IM JUST A THE PATIENT'S IN WORSE 
LAYMAN, DOCTOR SHAPE THAN I THOUGHT, 
BLAKE-~ HOW'S TONY! 

IT LOOK TO YOU? 
BUT IS THERE 
ANY HOPE, DON? 


T'VE DONE ALL I 
COULD-~ BUT THAT'S 
NOT ENOUGH! 


IM DE TERMINED, EDDIE'S WHAT DO YOU 
TO BAE O HANCE, MEAN, тому? 


T ALSO 

THERE /$ SOME- HOGAN'S L TURNED HIM 
THING THAT MAY INTO THE 
HELP HIM-- BUT MINDLESS 
V FREAK! * 


f tan TONY-- I'LL TRUST YOU! PER- 
PS IRON MAN AND THOR, COULD 
KWAY BACK IN TALES SUPER- SPEED О ND GET TH 
|| OF SUSPENSE #741--RT, MACHINE BEFORE THE PATIENT DIES. 


THE PATIENT'S RERLONDING, 
TONV-- LIFE SYSTEMS ALL 
MISS: AR “AND WITH NO TIME TO SPARE, THE FANTASTIC READ STRONGER! 
ENERVATOR IS HASTILY ASSEMBLED-- " 


ZM THE ONLY ONE WHO CAN Ss nikka THIS BUT WE MUST 
MACHINE! THE MED-CENTER'S TOTA ` 7 WORK CARE- 


UNPREPARED FOR SOMETHING LIKE THIS: F| Poe ANO 
AS IT 15, THE DRAIN ON THE — THE PATIENT 
=>. Eh SYSTEM 15 у TOO MUCH 


MENAL! 


RAY, TONY-- 
Fur: SEE E IF I FEN 
CONTINUE THIS 
OPERATION NOW! 


IT'S EXACTLY WHAT 
HAPPENED TO HAPPY, 


DOC--EDDIE'S BECOME., THE FREAK! 


МОГ DESPITE OUR 
CARE -- THE PATIENT 
15 TRANSFORMING-- 


THINGS 


COMING LARGER EVERY- 
SEE GING - VEN 
HIS BONE STRUCTURE. , 


BUT WE VE TAKEN | PRE- 
CAUTIONS -- THE ENER- 
VATOR INTENSIEIER CAN 
), COMPLETELY COUNTERACT 
THE DAMAGE! 


TIE IT IN, DOC-- 
QUICKLY! 


WE HAD NO TIME 
TO ARRANGE 
ADEQUATE ELECTRICITY! 
THE ENTIRE MEDICAL 
CENTER'S SYSTEM'S 
GONE OUT! 


WE'VE GOT А 
BLACKOUT! 


і HEN, AS EMERGENCY ERATO. x Gone #5 THE KINDNESS AND SACRIFICE О 
CUT IN-- AND RESTOR: EDDIE MARCH! ALL THAT REMAINS /5 THE 
ЕТ) SAVAGE, MINPLESS FURY OF THE FREAK-~ 


сан 
r 


Al IN HIS WAKE, ONLY 
TERROR ANP MISFORTUNE... 

С! WITHOUT IT, 
Му CANE-- BURIED AW IM UNABLE ТО 
UNCER THIS UN- B. BECOME THOR! 
MOVABLE RUBBLE! 775 O 


Á = ~, = 
4 d / 4 an. 
» uc `S 
i ЖА | 5 
() N 
BIN det hove, 
-- V> THEN-- ` h: e Ж 
= = > 2 = 


>-BECAUSE ONLY 2 

(RON MAN WILL BE 
TO STOP THE 

FREAK'S RAMPAGE -- 


567 «4 Ë 
FO 4 у, š 
-- AND MAIBE Seve <s 
EDDIE MARCHS LIFE! 


I CANT LET THE 
FREAK HARM 
NVONE-- 


DON BLAKE 

NEEDN'T FEAR, 

THOUGH - FOR TONYS 

THOUGHTS ARE 
THE SAME-- 


-- AND SO ARE 
HIS WORRIES! 


Y 4 HE'S ACTING 
AIMLESS LY-~ REACTING 
TO PEOPLE AND 
Д THINGS IN HIS WAY-- 
N INDISCRIMINATELY! 
0 Oz 
TA 
I HAVE GOT TO LURE 


HIM AWAY FROM THE 
OTHERS-- ABSORB 


HIS IRRATIONAL 
ANGER! 


WARP ME! 


EDDIE-- STOP A MOMENT! NO USE -- NOTHING 
Z| |PENETRATES HIS 
CLOUDED BRAIN ! 
IM IRON MAN-- 
YOUR LIFELONG 
1004... 
REMEMBER ? 


ZUFFE = SO MUCH FOR ' THE GIANT BOZO BUT-- WATCH OUT-- 
THAT! I FELT THAT | САМ SLUG METAL HE'S TURNING 
PUNCH --! N : ARMOR-- AND NOT OUR WAY--! 


EVEN WINCE! hal 


THIS FREAK IS AS STRONG 
AS THE FIRST ONE! 


Qi BROKEN JAW LITER- 
AND ANOTHER THREATENED -- 


BACK INSIDE -- 
BEFORE I 


4 4 <*> G 
а di b Е Р 
48) A 
|| — BUT THE MAN'S 
WORDS ARE ONLY 
FURTHER 
IRRITATION -- 


UH? IRON MAN-- VØ 
PPEARING OUT OF 26 
NOWHERE! 


4 
ct 


OFFICER-- THE 


Еди--: 


А Є WON'T... Y oe 
(Банево ! 


TUL 


ТО BE HONEST, I CAN'T TAKE p -- BUT I 
MUCH MORE OF THIS MUSTN'T LET 
BEATING -~ 


EDDIE... DR. BLAKE 
AND I CAN HELP YOU! 
YOU MUST BELIEVE ME! 


m I GETTING 
THROUGH ? 


ше HURTING IM SHOOTING ONLY 
HIM -- BUT IT'S Q 3422 20475 ATA Tl 
THE ONLY oii 


EMERGENCY 
GENERATOR 
ROOM 


--45 IRON MAN 
STINGS THE FREAK 
TOO MUCH-- 


І 


TS 


ICAN 
ES. M 


IF I CAN 
PPLY JUST A 
HORT BURST A 
ON MY JETS-- 2 
NOW-- 


= BUT HERD HIM, LIKE AN ANIMAL-- 
4 BACK INTO THE HOSPITAL == 
с> 


— с. 


(OU --4ND SAVE HIM FROM 
_ HIS 81000 CLOT! 


II 


GOOD LORD! IE HE SMASHES 
THE EMERGENCY THOSE IN HIS FURY-- 
ENERATORS! | 2, HE'LL NEVER SURVIVE! 


I р/р IT-- JUST SHORT 

> OF THE GENERATORS! 
| у 5 | 4 
j / 


WAIT! HIS ARM-- 

ITS PARALYZED 

WHERE I HIT THE 
NERVE! | 


е 
BRUCE LEE 
M NOT-- 
REST HIS SOUL-- 


-BUT I CAN N A ЈАВ TO A --AND HE'S CHANGED 
GET THE 208 () LO VITAL NERVE-- TO HIS NORMAL FORM BAG 
PONE 2057 TO OPERATE ON AGAIN! 


p 


5 
9, 


OKAY... NOW I SEE THE.. 
CHANGE... HAS MADE THE 
pan теді S TRO BNOUGH 
/ WAI NTIL WE HAVE 
„Мо SOONER / À 
ASKED. THEN A ENOUGH POWER то 


BIB acus SLAVISHLY, THE 
RENOWNED PHYSICIANS OPERATES | E 
WITH HIS UTTERMOST SKILL... 4 


INA 
WHEELCHAIR FOR THE 
REST OF HIS LIFE 


DON'T BELIEVE 
IM NOT AWARE OF 
A GREAT HUMAN 

BEING'S SACRIFICE, 
DON-- ALL TO HELP 
ME AS IRON MAN! 


MAYBE THEY'VE BEEN ABLE 
O TO STRAIGHTEN THINGS 
OUT BETWEEN THEMSELVES-- 


BUT MY PRESENT 
CONCERN 15 4 
ROXIE GLBERT! 


> 
THE SWITCHBOARD LADY 
TOPPED ME --GAVE МЕ 
ROXIE'SKEY-- 


TT EAZA 
L 


- 


^ THEN, FINALLY... 


«ANOTHER REMINDER 
THAT SUPERHERO-ING 
5 prey AS MUCH 


CURSE AS 
BLESSING: 


/ BUT EVEN 
THAT ATTITUDE 
T 
PEOPLE OFF-- 
LIKE 
PEPPER! 


--ANO SAID ROXIE'D LEFT МЕ A MESSAGE 
INSIDE HER APARTMENT HERE! 


ы тщ 
< 
ЈЕ WW тне piace FEELS f 


THI 

EMPTY-- WHERE (J 

COULD SHE HAVE 
GONE? 


THERE'S 
А NOTE... % 


WITH THINGS AS 
DELICATE AS THEY 
PEPPER DOESN'T WANT ) ARE, I'LL RESPECT HER 
TO COME ALONG... BUT 
WON'T SAY WHY! 


SWHEWS THAT Á 
Ó GIRLS GOT (3 AS FOR ME-- EDDIE'S 
О TMORE SPUNK... GETTING HIS WISH: £1 


BUT MEANWHILE, YOU'RE 

BLITWELV STEPPING INTO 

EXOTIC DANGER LIKE YOU'VE 

NEVER EXPERIENCED == -- AND SOME HEAD-CHANGES ТО 
MAKE YOU ABSOLUTELY SWIRL! 


477 [HØV N 
rn 


Alc YOU THOUGHT 

OR. SPECTRUM WAS 

BAD! WAIT TILL YOU 
STAND-- 


SOCK IT T 


SHELL 


HEAD 
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First off this ish, a belated apology to 
the basketball partisans of Kansas City 
and Omaha: sorry we placed your Royals 
in their former Cincinnati home in issue 
#62. Scripter Mike Friedrich confesses to 
be too wrapped up in Raiders and 49ers, 
Giants and A’s to keep up with everything 
else in sports. 

so, we firmly promise never again to 
spell “thought” as “thot”— nor mistake 
cubic centimeters for cubic inches (as in 
car engine size, folks). 

7 All this is to clear enough space for as 
much comment as we can fit concerning 
the hottest topic ever to stack up the 
ОМ MAN mail pile: the comics-break- 
thru "triangle" of Tony, Pepper and 
Happy. 

Take it away, people 


Dear Marvel, 

| have never before encountered such a 
relevant and mature page in any comic 
book as was the last page of IRON MAN 
#63, Personally, judging from Happy’s 
character, any such incident in real life 
would spell total estrangement. Happy 
would never be convinced that the 
incident he walked in on was completely 
an isolated event; his mind would never 
accept that nothing even more serious 
had not taken place on other occasions 
Or в0 | feel. 

Nor would he ever again become 
reconciled with Mr. Stark. The rift 
between Happy and wife should as of 
now be unbridgeable. Happy is an 
insecure man. But of course one must 
remember that this event has taken place 
in a comic book; unrealistic possibilities 
are by rule probable. 

For example, note Happy's closing 
observation: "My best friend —is in love 
with my wife!" Ridiculous. He might 
have said: "My wife—is in love with my 
best friend!" That would be more likely 
But | do not believe any man would 
express either statement if he had been 
fearing infidelity on the part of his wife 
and friend. His choice of words would 
have been very much less kind, for his 
fear would not lie in the fact that Tony 
might be in love with Pepper. His fear 
more naturally would have been con- 
cerning the transgression of the Seventh 
Commandment; promiscuity is the name 
of the game. A man like Happy is too 
glandular to accept and/or forgive. | am 
hereby in advance dismissing the 
undoubtedly eventual happy ending for 
the Hogans (that | know wiil come about) 
as sheer nonsense 

Hector Randis Spartan 
229-6th St. 
New Westminister, B.C., Canada 


Dear whoever is currently scripting Iron 
Man: 

Must we have an instant replay of 
Peyton Place? I'm all in favor of quote: 
raw human emotion, unquote, in comics 
— but really! Iron Man is not the place to 
rehash used-up soap opera plots! 


Especially when the story is so 


predictable. Predictable plots make for 
dull stories, and dull stories make for 
loss of reader interest. Need | say more? 
Gail Teague 

P.O. Box 218 

Riverdale, Ca. 93656 


1 don't care about Tony's personal 
life! Unless some gamma-rays turn Hap 
into the Harpy’s brother...get him and 
Pepper out! What is this? “Our Love 
Story"? 

Steven Baeck 
88-31 Elderts Lane 
Woodhaven, N.Y. 11421 


Dear Roy and Confreres, 

As for the Hogan dilemma, | am 
supporting Happy; though he is not 
conducting himself as one would expect 
of a selfless and concerned husband, his 
wife Pepper is even more inconsiderate 
and flagrant. She left Happy because he 
could not provide her with the social 
eminence Tony has to offer. Her refer- 
ences for a need to “grow. . .expand " 
are merely misconceptions— though they 
do express a valid need; she really meant 
that she felt socially stagnant existing 
within Happy's lifestyle. Tony Stark, as 
well, still attracts her. Why else would 
she find it necessary to put such Ilteral 
(i.e. geographical) distance between 
herself and her husband? She gould 
easily have gotten a job in the relative 
neighborhood of their home, if an occu- 
pation was all she had in mind when 
referring to her need for personal cultiva- 
tion. To be blunt, she is sick and tired of 
being nothing more than a homemaker 
She wants the excitement and glamour of 
pre-marital days. This is perfectly under- 
standable, and anyone with the ability to 
reason would sympathize with her. 
However, as far as the "successful 
marriage" is concerned, such actions will 
nigh invariably prove fatal. But why 
worry? This is, after all, a comic book 
The outcome of this particular trial is 
predictable: either one or the other of the 
couple will be tragically killed—leaving 
the other partner to "bear up and carry on 
honorably"; or some super-menace will 
intervene whose advent will threaten the 
life of one of the Hogans (if not fulfilling 
the previous possibility), thereby uniting 
them firmer than ever, for ever and ever 
Since when have major characters in a 
comic book ever undergone a divorce (or, 
digressing slightly, committed aduitery 
— does this transcend murder as a sin?)? 
Common as rain in real life, perhaps; 
but, immature minds read these comics, 
and a divorce or act of adultery are not 
quite as simple and routine as general 
comic book murder and mayhem, and so 
much trauma is not good for them 
etc 

Dave Ammerman 
217-27th Avenue 
Altoona, Pa. 16601 


Dear Mike, 
.. The scene on the fifth page of #63, 


between Tony and Roxie, was the high- 
light for me. | hope it develops into 
something good and wholesome and 
lasting. As with Spider-Man, IM's just 
beginning on a new romantic involve- 
ment; as with Spider-Man, he's had more 
than his share of hung-up relationships; 
and as with Spider-Man, he now has a 
chance to start from scratch, unencum- 
bered by any hang-ups in the new 
relationship. And, as with Spider-Man, I 
hope he doesn't blow it and that this time 
no hang-ups ever interfere with his rela- 
tionship. | really feel for the guy (even to 
the extent of forgiving him his "Tenderly, 
Tony, tenderly!"), and | really dig Roxie. 
Let this budding romance lead to a good, 
solid relationship soon, and ‘spare 
Tony—and us—the usual heartbreak 
along the way. Roxie's just right for 
Tony. She's obviously better than him in 
one aspect, her uncompromising attitude 
toward the villains of history, the capital- 
ists, Tony seems to recognize this. He 
calls it “a challenge." Well, maybe Roxie 
can show him the way. She can help him 
where he needs it, and he can learn and 
by doing that and providing his affection 
for her, show her that he's good enough 
for her 

All along l've been hoping that 
Happy and Pepper could resolve their 
differences: Happy coming to accept his 
wife's role as a working woman, Pepper 
stopping her trips out of town so that she 
could at least come home to him every 
night, and possibly Pepper being let in 
on Tony's dual identity, a secret which 
Happy already shares, and Happy going 
back to work for Tony, too, along with 
Pepper. And when | saw Pepper in that 
tantrum | thought that surely it would 
come to that. But the dissapointment 


'came on the last page, as did the rage. 


You're writing an adventure magazine, 
Mike, not a soap opera! The last develop- 
ment of the story was both unnecessary 
and bad. But as long as you threw It in, 
we're all going to suffer the conse- 
quences, including you 
| hate Pepper Hogan. | think Happy 
should divorce her. Tony? He's just a 
victim of circumstances. If he can forget 
Pepper as a friend, he and Happy can still 
get along as before. Tony'll still have 
Roxie, and Happy can find someone to 
replace Pepper. 
Lester Boutillier 
2276 Castilione Street 
New Orleans, Lc 70119 
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